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IT wAS THE bEST-SOUndIng CLEVELAnd 

EngInE On THE bRAbHAM dynO

This is basically how the Phase IV looked like when 

it left the dealership on the 26/3/1973, except for 

the H4 headlights and gloss black highlights

Tough stance, this is the view any competitor got 

when they took on the powerful XA GT-HO

The sole production Phase IV was ordered by Jack Brabham Ford 

as a retail order and not as dealer stock. On the 15/5/1972, the 

order came through to the Ford Broadmeadows head office and 

so began the production of what is now Australia’s rarest muscle 

car. The vehicle build sheet reveals this information by way of 

order codes and dates.  

I contacted Sir Jack and asked him about his 

dealership. He said that he was merely the main 

attraction, the big name on the sign and in the ads that 

drew a lot of buyers to his dealership. He left the selling 

and day-to-day running of the business to his managers.

When I questioned him about the Phase IV, he tried his 

best to remember the car as much as he could, which he 

did, but not any of the finer details most of us eager Ford 

guys would want to know. Well, at least he wasn’t telling me 

much if he did indeed remember.

Perhaps he still thought the car was never to be spoken about.

Paul Bianco was head of the high-performance division 

at Brabham Ford and vividly remembers when the car was 

delivered new. According to Paul, the Phase IV was unloaded 

from a transporter and went straight to the pre-delivery 

department where it was prepared for sale. It had the front 

spoiler fitted and there was no rear spoiler to be seen. 

The Phase IV was rumoured to be Sir Jack’s personal car, but 

Paul remembers clearly Sir Jack saying that he wasn’t really fond 

of the car as it was a manual. Sounds strange, I know, considering 

Sir Jack was already a three-time F1 world champion!

Paul was responsible for organising and performing the dyno 

tuning (amongst other things) on the high-performance Fords at 

the dealership. The GT-HOs were treated to a dyno tune before 

being released for sale, which was normal procedure at Brabhams.

The Calypso Green Phase IV was no exception, and Paul 

remembers it all too well. He recalls having to pull the distributor 

cap off and remove the rev-limiting rotor button (throwing it into 

the bin!) and replacing it with a standard GT one.

This allowed him to take the solid cam-equipped 351 

Cleveland to over 6150rpm without backfiring. Sadly, he 

doesn’t recall how much HP it made at the wheels, but he does 

remember it was one of the best-sounding Clevelands to ever 

run on the Brabham dyno!

Once cleaned and tuned, the Phase IV was then registered at 

the Chullora Department of Motor Transport. Initially they didn’t 

want to know about the car, but Paul persuaded them into legally 

registering the car. They told him never to bring another XA GT-HO 

in again as they would refuse registration no matter who owned it.

The car was then put aside for a couple of months until a 

new home could be found for it. This is where there is some slight 

confusion as the order was retail based.

You would think that if the car was ready for pick-up, the new 

owner would have run, not walked, to pick it up, but this wasn’t 

the case. It wasn’t officially sold until 26/3/1973 when Mr John 

Hemphill bought it. Perhaps Sir Jack was still debating whether he 

wanted the car or not…

Every high-performance Ford that was sold by 

Jack Brabham Ford was dyno tuned and had a 

decal like this placed on the rear window. They 

were the only Ford dealer Australia wide that 

had a chassis dyno at their disposal

The Phase IV 
was rumoured 
to be a gift from 
Ford to Sir Jack, 
but he didn’t 
like the four-
speed box

This is the remodelled office that Sir 
Jack used to conduct business in. 
Note the framed drawing of his Repco Brabham Formula 1 racer on the wall 

Jack Brabham Ford will 
forever be associated 
with the Phase IV. The sole 
production XA GT-HO was 
smartly pre-ordered by them

THE FORD FALCON XA GT-HO

PHASE IV
THE HISTORY OF THE

After 38 years, finally the true history of the rarest muscle car ever produced in Australia can be revealed

N
ever in my wildest dreams did I ever think 

the journey of life would steer me down a 

road where I would one day be given the 

opportunity of a lifetime. I have the absolute 

privilege to have been ‘chosen’ to reveal to 

the Australian motoring public the story of the 

sole production Calypso Green Ford Falcon XA GT-HO Phase IV. 

The one that has escaped the public eye for decades. The 

one that supposedly doesn’t exist. The one that has never 

been photographed and documented in full. The one that every 

Ford muscle car fan would love to see, let alone own.

I have been a good friend of the current owner for quite 

some time, and our relationship extends further than the car 

itself through family. A cousin of mine, Domenic Catanzariti, 

owned and operated a mechanical workshop/service 

station in Guildford NSW. He had become good friends with 

‘The Dentist’ back then and serviced most of his cars. Their 

friendship still remains to this day.

My older brother Frank Velardi worked there as a young man 

and remembers meeting and chatting to The Dentist way back 

in the 1980s about the Phase IV. When he asked him to describe 

the colour of the car, he went out of his way to describe it to the  

eager fuel pump attendant..

So how did this feature article come about? The current 

owner and I were chatting one day and basically we 

entertained the idea of perhaps one day I could feature the 

Phase IV in a book or magazine. He had been approached 

by many car magazines in the past, but was reluctant to go 

through with any photo shoots as he wasn’t entirely sure 

of the intentions of the magazines. The car’s security was 

another very important factor to consider.

Given the existence of a ‘family’ bond, eventually 

I was given the green light to go ahead and begin 

researching the sole production Phase IV. Armed with 

all the previous owners’ names, I set about tracking 

each and every one down.

This meant searching the White Pages for names and 

addresses, which soon became dead ends. I performed extensive 

online searches, thinking outside the square, which ultimately led 

to further names, numbers and emails back and forth.

The thrill of the chase and the sheer fact that this is one 

very special car not only to myself but the motoring community 

overall, kept me hungry to find out more information and stay 

focused on the giant task ahead.

Eventually I got in contact with all the previous owners (or 

their family), interviewed them, and secured photos of the car 

including themselves from when they owned the car.

Over the next few pages, you will be the first to see 

many never-before-seen photos of the Phase IV. These 

are just a small selection of the more interesting ones I 

have in my extensive archive.

Read on and enjoy part one of my series of articles covering 

what is Australia’s rarest Ford and muscle car ever to be made on 

the production line.
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WORdS By ROy VElARdI PIcS By JOHN HEmPHIll, ROBERT lAHOOd, KIRK GOSTEVSKy, ‘THE dENTIST’, JIm SKOuRAS ANd ROy VElARdI



HEMPHILL USEd TO dRIVE THE CAR 

REgULARLy, COVERIng ALMOST 10,000 

MILES (16,000kM) In jUST fOUR MOnTHS

Here is the Phase IV as driven by one of Hemphill’s associates to chauffeur the children 

around. Hemphill would often take his kids for drives into Sydney in the HO. Note that 

the original calypso Green paint was long gone and replaced with Zircon Green

THE FORD FALCON XA GT-HO THE FORD FALCON XA GT-HO

John Hemphill was the first official owner of the Phase IV 

and he was 50 years-old at the time. His name is credited 

in the Ford factory logbooks/owner’s manual of which I 

have sighted and can confirm is original. Hemphill was a 

regular customer at Brabhams and had previously owned 

a Monza Green delete-stripe XY GT-HO. Hemphill used to 

live in Bowral NSW and would commute routinely from 

Bowral to his Sydney office. 

He was in the import/export game and dabbled in 

many things including farm machinery, maize and wheat. 

I got in touch with his family, who were kind enough to 

share some of their precious old photos of not only the 

Phase IV but of Mr Hemphill himself.

In one of the photos, you will see the car parked on 

the street in Port Echuca. Note that the front spoiler has 

brake duct cut-outs. This version of the XA spoiler was 

designed by noted Ford GT-HO designer Wayne Draper 

and was available as an aftermarket item. The spoiler was 

fitted to the car after the original one was damaged. 

In another photo, you can see the car was still wearing 

the original logbook-matching NSW number plates BJG-

126, and can clearly see that by this time the original 

factory Calypso Green was long gone. Hemphill preferred 

a darker shade of green, so he had the car resprayed in 

Zircon Green. 

Max Douglas, who had a small paint and panel shop 

called MG Douglas Smash that adjoined Fred Gibson’s 

Road & Track mechanical workshop in Randwick, NSW, 

THE FIRST OWNER
name: John Despard Hemphill 

(J.a Hemphill & Sons Pty Ltd)

Purchase Date: 26/3/1973

Purchase Price: $4220.07

was given the task of repainting the car in 1975. 

Max and his crew stripped the car down for a full 

colour change. 

They repaired some minor body blemishes 

that resulted from Hemphill’s long country drives, 

then set about applying the Zircon Green. The 

paintwork wasn’t a real flash job, as remnants of 

the factory Calypso Green could still be seen in 

various places such as the door jambs and the 

underside of the bonnet.

The paint and panel work was completed 

and the car handed back to Fred to refit the 

mechanicals. Fred had fully rebuilt the 351 

Cleveland, close ratio four-speed Toploader and 31-

spline Detroit Locker Ford 9in at Hemphill’s request. 

Fred had fitted lumpy top pistons to increase 

the compression ratio and performance further, 

again at the owner’s request. This required the 

mighty Phase IV to be fuelled by avgas to prevent 

detonation. Hemphill soon grew tired of this 

and had Fred replace the pistons with new Ford 

factory flat-top pistons. 

Fred had coordinated the repaint and 

mechanical rebuild of the car. I asked him why 

Hemphill decided to change the colour and 

he said, “John was a country fella, a bit of an 

introvert, the bright-green colour just wasn’t him, 

and it attracted unwanted attention to the car”.

I believe that Hemphill, having served in the 

army in Borneo, was much more fond of a darker 

shade of green and he couldn’t order another 

Phase IV in Zircon Green, so he did the next best 

thing and modified it to suit himself.

After speaking to his daughter Wendy 

Holloway, she recalled how he used to time how 

long it would take for him to travel from Bowral 

to Sydney in the Phase IV. 

He’d then try to better his time. According 

to his other daughter Penny Hemphill (aka Billie 

Dean), “Dad was always crazy about his cars and 

loved driving them hard”.

Former employee at Brabham Ford, Paul 

Lloyd, was a young and eager apprentice that 

was in awe each time Hemphill used to come and 

drop the car off for a service. 

One day he dropped it off and let young Paul 

take the wheel. Paul didn’t have a licence at the 

time. That didn’t stop him though. He slipped the 

clutch out a little fast, spun the car around and 

it stalled. Paul admits to being embarrassed, but 

Hemphill didn’t mind and laughed it off.  

The service records for the car show that 

it had its first service on the 10/4/73 and was 

showing 1158 miles. Subsequent services 

occurred on the 28/5/73 where it had covered 

4907 miles and finally on the 20/8/73 the 

odometer read 9631 miles. 

It can clearly be seen that Hemphill used to 

drive the car regularly, covering almost 10,000 

miles (16,000km) in just four months.

The traditional style ‘slapper’ traction bars were 

fitted by Fred Gibson for Hemphill. The same can 

be said for the aftermarket oil pressure gauge and 

under-dash air, which made those long interstate 

drives in warm weather much more bearable.

Sadly, Mr Hemphill is no longer with us. He 

passed away in 2005 aged 82. I would have 

loved to have met him and listened to the many 

wonderful stories he could have shared about 

his time with the Phase IV. He is survived by 

his children, grandchildren and siblings. Rest in 

peace Mr John Despard Hemphill, you will always 

be remembered by me, the Ford and greater 

muscle car community as the first owner of the 

mighty Ford Falcon XA GT-HO.
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The Phase IV parked in Port Echuca VIc. Hemphill 

loved to drive and would frequently travel 

interstate in the Phase IV, clocking up over 10,000 

miles (16,000km) in just four months of ownership

This was Hemphill’s monza Green Xy GT HO. look closely and you will see that it 

was ordered with the delete stripe option and that it has slip-on headrests. Keen-

eyed readers will notice that the radio antenna is on the driver’s side instead of 

the factory-fitted passenger side. The Phase IV had the antenna (see opposite) 

fitted in the same position. It seems Hemphill may have preferred it this way

John despard Hemphill was the very 
first owner of the Phase IV at 50 
years of age. Sadly he passed away 
aged 82 on the 12/7/2005. R.I.P

The original keys 

to the rare XA GT-

HO along with the 

JB keyring

The Hemphill 

family has long 

been associated 

with locally grown 

and imported 

produce  
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The engine bay didn’t change much at all during the 1980s

Kirk Gostevsky was the third owner of the Phase IV and was 

probably the most adventurous of them all. Gostevsky was no 

stranger to the Ford marque, having owned several examples 

which included an Onyx Black, white trimmed, wind-back 

sunroof-equipped genuine XY GT, a Monza Green Phase III that 

was stolen and recovered after only six weeks of ownership. Also 

there was a Yellow Fire XA GT sedan he once owned as well, all 

before owning the rarest of them all, the Phase IV.

First up, let’s bust the myth that Gostevsky was a 

bricklayer. I managed to track him down in Queensland 

and got him on the phone. 

After explaining who I was and why I was calling 

him, the first question I asked was his occupation. I was 

expecting to hear “I’m a bricklayer” come through the 

phone, but Gostevsky uttered “I’m a carpenter”. 

Gostevsky then went on to say how all the old magazines 

had got it wrong saying that he was a bricklayer and so on. I 

asked if he had ever carried bricks in the boot of the Phase IV, 

to which he replied “no way, not ever”. 

After chatting some more, he revealed that he used to 

drive the car quite a lot, including driving it to Gladstone 

QLD to visit his parents. I then asked if he had any old 

photos of the car, and he replied that he had several albums 

with plenty of photos. You could imagine my eagerness to 

meet with him and take a look at the photos. 

Gostevsky refused to mail the photos to me, fearing 

they may get lost or damaged in the process. I agreed. I 

boarded a plane and visited him. I checked out every album 

and in the end made copies of around 60 photos with his 

permission. It was literally HO Heaven.

Some of the photos included trips away to the snow, in the 

backyard of his home in Auburn, NSW, and even on the road 

cruising with his mates.

Gostevsky recalls driving the car hard. In fact, he told me that 

he once had a run on the highway while travelling to Perisher 

Valley against a 911 Porsche. He flew past the little German at a 

speed of around 140mph with ease. He says the Phase IV was the 

king on the road. Nothing came close to it at all. I asked him to 

sum the car up, “It was full of grunt, fast and attracted the girls”.

He added a few personal touches to the car, including adding 

the tow bar to pull his box trailer full of tools and materials. He 

also added an alarm and the Shelby Cobra badges on the front 

guards. Not too long after buying the car, he replaced the factory-

style exhaust system with a much bigger and louder version. 

He remembers being pulled over in Homebush, NSW, 

by the police who issued him with a defect notice (see 

the photo with the yellow sticker on the windscreen) as it 

was deemed too loud for road use. 

After owning the Phase IV for about 19 months, Gostevsky 

decided to sell it as he wasn’t using it much lately and had 

it stored at his parents’ property. Upon driving it home from 

Gladstone, QLD, he contacted Bob and asked if he’d buy it back. 

Bob agreed and purchased the car back for $14,000.00 

on the 3/1/1983 with just 67,000 miles showing on the 

odometer. Bob cleaned it up again and didn’t really drive it 

all that much the second time around. 

Sensing that he could turn the car around and sell it again for 

a neat profit, he advertised it once in the paper. Not long after, the 

car was sold this time quite easily. This brings us to the fourth and 

current owner of the Phase IV, ‘The Dentist’.

I asked Bob if he regretted selling it the second time around, 

to which he answered a firm yes. But he also explained that he 

was in the business of selling cars not collecting them, so the 

opportunity to make a good profit twice from this particular car 

was too good to pass up at the time.

THE THIRD OWNER
name: kirk Gostevsky

Purchase Date: 15/5/1981

Purchase Price: $20,000.00

By 1981, the interior was still in excellent 
condition with no tears or major marks 
on the seats and door trims. It is still in 
great original condition today

Hemphill had the aftermarket oil pressure gauge and 
under-dash Ac fitted. Gostevsky added the 351 badge and 
red light alarm. Note the original lSd decal on the door 
jamb and remnants of the original calypso Green paint

The so-called ‘bricklayer’ Kirk Gostevsky 
turned out to be a carpenter and never 
put any tools in the boot of the Phase IV, 
photo circa October 2009
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THE FORD FALCON XA GT-HO

Robert Lahood, better known as Bob, was a used car 

salesman and had a car yard on Parramatta Road that 

specialised in buying and selling muscle cars. Bob had 

first heard of the Phase IV back in the early 1970s 

when all the hype was surrounding the supercar 

scare. Like every muscle car fan back then, he read in 

the newspapers that the big three manufacturers had 

dropped their supercar plans. For Ford this meant the 

Phase IV program.

You could imagine Bob’s disbelief when good friend 

Paul Bianco (as mentioned earlier) called him up one day 

saying that the one and only Phase IV was up for sale. Paul 

was first offered the car by Hemphill but couldn’t come up 

with the dollars at the time so he decided to offer it to Bob. 

Bob recalls saying to Paul that there wasn’t such a 

car made. Paul convinced him that it was the real deal 

and that if he was interested he would pass his details 

onto Hemphill. Not long after Hemphill called Bob and 

offered the car to him for $6000.00. 

Bob asked Hemphill several questions about the 

car including if it actually had a compliance that 

correctly identified it as a GT-HO. Naturally Hemphill 

confirmed it was a genuine GT-HO.

Hemphill had the car transported from Fred 

Gibson’s workshop.

It arrived safe and sound and Bob didn’t wait for it to 

be unloaded, rather he climbed up, popped the bonnet 

open and focused his eyes on the compliance plate and 

gleefully read the letters XA GT-HO. That was the deal 

maker for Bob, “if it didn’t have GT-HO on the tag, I wasn’t 

interested in it,” says Bob. 

When Bob quizzed Hemphill about the reasons 

behind the car being for sale, there was a simple answer 

given, that being that the 3.0:1 differential ratio was 

perfect for the Bowral to Sydney commute, but too tall 

for the city driving duties. Personally I’m not convinced 

that that was the only reason for selling the car. After 

all, Hemphill had gone to the extent ofhaving the 

engine rebuilt along with some other additions, so why 

wouldn’t he have just swapped the gear ratio to a more 

user-friendly one?

Bob bought the car to be used as personal transport, 

he had it serviced, detailed and never really had any 

intentions of reselling it. He too found the original ratio 

to be too tall, so he said he had Craft Differentials in 

Granville replace them with 3.25:1 gears.

He continued to enjoy the Phase IV for a few more 

years and would tell anyone who asked about the car 

how hard it accelerated through the gears. Bob used to 

take bets that the car would do 90mph in first gear. Bob 

would take you for a spin, and if it didn’t do what he said 

you scored $5.00. If it did, then you owed him $5.00. It was 

easy money according to Bob.

Bob didn’t like the blackouts against the Zircon Green 

as they didn’t stand out, so he decided to have them done 

in silver instead. 

Bob eventually heard that there were more Phase IVs 

around, so he thought that his one wasn’t all that special. 

He decided to sell it and so he advertised it in his car yard. 

Most people recall that famous photo of the Phase IV up 

on car ramps for sale wearing the RL-166 plates and sign-

written windscreen.

Bob says the car drew plenty of attention in the yard, 

with many prospective buyers walking away from the car 

believing it to be a fake. Then one day a hard working man 

by the name of Kirk Gostevsky came along and enquired 

about the Phase IV. He checked it out, then Bob took him 

for a flamethrower drive and Gostevsky just had to have it. 

He then went away and sold his other cars so he could buy 

it. According to Bob, he sold the Phase IV for $20,000.00. 

Back then Phase IIIs were selling for around $16,000.00, so 

he figured he had done well.

“If IT dIdn’T HAVE gT-HO 
On THE TAg, I wASn’T 

InTERESTEd In IT,”

THE SECOND OWNER

name: robert ‘Bob’ Lahood 

(Lahood Motors Pty Ltd)

Purchase Date: 31/10/1978

Purchase Price: $6000.00

SAyS bOb

The car he should never have sold. Bob lahood 

reunited with the Phase IV back in October 2008

don’t expect to see the Phase IV on ramps in a 

car yard ever again. Plenty of potential buyers 

overlooked the car thinking it was a faker

The Phase IV as it was sold back to lahood. Note the personalised plates fitted by Kirk Gostevsky under his ownership



The Phase IV out on another road trip. Gostevsky has 

driven the Phase IV to Gladstone, Bathurst, Jenolan 

caves and the Perisher Valley to name a few

“HO down the Hume”, well not exactly, but this shot was 

taken on route to Bathurst in 1991. Who would dare take the 

ultra-rare Phase IV to over 140mph these days?

The fourth and current owner of the Phase IV bought it from Bob 

Lahood after seeing it advertised in the newspaper on the 27/1/1985. 

He recalls the day like it was yesterday. He and a few friends were 

preparing to go for a ride in a boat and grabbed the newspaper before 

heading off to the Silverwater boat ramp. 

While taking a break on the water, he read through the classifieds 

in the newspaper and noted an XA GT-HO for sale. He was on the 

water and couldn’t just call the number in the ad (no mobile phones 

back then), so he waited until he got back to Silverwater, more 

specifically Silverwater Road, where he stopped at a red telephone 

box on the side of the road and enquired about the car.

It was late afternoon by then and the car was still for sale, 

thankfully. He then managed to inspect the car the following day at 

Bob’s car yard. He looked it all over and peered at the compliance 

plate, which confirmed that car was indeed a GT-HO.

He then contacted a friend he knew at Ford, who then confirmed 

that the car was real. Acting on that information, he then organised a 

bank cheque straightaway and became the new owner of the Phase 

IV. At the time of purchase it had 67,719 miles on the odometer.

The rumour that a dentist now owned the car started to work its 

way through certain car circles, and it wasn’t long before the owner 

became known as ‘The Dentist’. 

Being the proud new owner of arguably Australia’s rarest 

muscle car, The Dentist set about having the car restored to its 

former glory. He drove it around for a little while as purchased, 

including even taking it to the Peter Warren All Ford Day at Warwick 

Farm in 1985, where it was displayed alongside the prototype 

Phase IV race-car owned by David Bowden.

As the cars were parked in the general display area around the 

back, they didn’t really attract too much attention; however, one father 

and son combo took it upon themselves to have a real close look at 

the compliance plate as the bonnet was up for all to see.

This proved to be one of the scariest moments the current owner 

has experienced since purchasing the car. The kid was observed to 

have his hand in the engine bay near the compliance plate while his 

dad was inspecting the underside of the car.

The owner soon realised that the kid was trying to pry the 

compliance plate off the car with a screwdriver! 

Thankfully he was promptly stopped in his tracks by the owner 

and onlookers. The compliance plate was slightly damaged but saved 

from being lost forever. Realising the car was highly sought after, the 

Phase IV went into hiding so to speak and kept out of the public eye.

The Dentist then decided to have the car restored late in 

1985, which included a full strip-down and rebuild back to factory 

specifications, including the correct shade of green paintwork and 

blackouts. The entire driveline and suspension was also rebuilt. The 

interior, believe it or not, is still as it left the factory, except the carpet 

has been replaced as it was worn.

Since the restoration was completed, the car has scarcely been 

driven over the last 25 years, but it does make an appearance on 

Sydney’s roads, the thing is you wouldn’t even know it is the car.

It looks like any other Calypso Green XA GT sedan with 

white interior, sunroof and electric windows. The car has a 

mere 72,606 miles on the odometer, covering just over 4,890 

miles in the last 25 years. 

The Phase IV does draw attention when it pulls into any service 

station, with muscle car fans taking a closer look and asking the 

obvious question, “Is that a HO?” to which The Dentist just smiles and 

answers “it is what it is”.

The Dentist isn’t afraid to give the car a little bit of stick 

either. The Phase IV has been to Bathurst back in 1991, where 

it was given a run on the ‘Flying Fifth’, which is a timed race 

hosted by the Bathurst Light Car Club. 

That dispels another myth that the current owner doesn’t drive his 

rare Ford. Rather, he prefers to pick and choose where and when the 

tyres are turned and how fast. 

THE FOURTH OWNER

name: ‘the Dentist’

Purchase Date: 28/1/1985

Purchase Price: $20,000.00

The Phase IV parked on the street in 
Guildford, NSW, awaiting restoration

Barn find, well no, not quite, rather the 

car was stored in Joe Borg’s neighbour’s 

garage and no-one was the wiser

Here is a different angle of the Phase IV engine bay prior to restoration

The Phase IV at a service station back 
in 1991. Note the fuel price of just 
$0.66c/litre – handy when you need 
164 litres to fill the HO

The Phase III up against the Phase IV as witnessed 
by many over the ‘flying fifth’ at Bathurst in 1991. 
The Phase IV was the winner…
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THE ‘bRICkLAyER’ IS ACTUALLy A CARPEnTER

A sight that may never be seen again, the Phase IV on the snow at Perisher Valley, NSW

The original Globe spare wheel sits on top 

of the factory-fitted 36-gallon fuel tank and 

rubber boot mat. Note the fitted towbar which 

Gostevsky used to tow a box trailer full of tools

under the bonnet, the solid cam-equipped 351ci 
cleveland with 4V heads is right at home. Note the 
brake vacuum tank (same as Phase III), XW GT-style air 
cleaner, Ac compressor and period air horns fitted

THE FORD FALCON XA GT-HO



The compliance plate says it all. This is the only production XA GT-HO in the world. The 

race prototype cars do not have ‘HO’ on their compliance plates. Note the damage (top 

left) as inflicted by a kid who tried to steal the compliance plate using a screwdriver! 

THE FORD FALCON XA GT-HO

THE RESTORATION

All will be revealed in upcoming issues of Street Fords magazine. 

YOU DON’T WANT TO mISS IT!

In my next instalment on the Phase IV, I will be showing you many more never-before-seen photos of the 

car under complete mechanical and cosmetic restoration. Photo’s from the restoration undertaken in 

1985 right through to the concourse restoration completed at the end of 2009.
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How much horsepower did the Phase IV 

351ci cleveland really make? Stay tuned to 

Street Fords for the answers and more...

He doesn’t mind handing the keys to the car 

to close friends either. Although usually under his 

supervision, he prefers to sit in the passenger seat 

and share the joy of driving this rare Ford. 

I have been one of the lucky few to have driven 

this car both at low and high speed. I can say with 

confidence that it was one of the most pleasurable 

driving experiences of my life that cannot be 

surpassed. Each time I see or drive the car, I’m 

not afraid to admit I get emotional and get goose 

bumps. This car is infectious. I easily fell in love with 

the HO at first sight.

I can confirm the rumour that the car is ‘bricked 

in’ behind a wall to be nothing but a rumour. Street 

Fords didn’t pay $50,000 to secure this story either. 

That’s another silly rumour going around the traps.

The current owner has proof that the car is 

indeed real and not fake. He has a genuine Ford 

verification letter that states the car’s VIN/chassis 

numbers in full. It then goes on to confirm the 

engine code as H, transmission as L, paint as J, 

interior as W and with the following options: eight-

track stereo, wind-back sunroof, electric windows, 

laminated screen, seatbelts, LSD differential, front 

disc brakes and so on.

The Dentist would have to be the most elusive 

of all the previous Phase IV owners, even though 

his name is known. Most respect his privacy and 

his wishes to remain anonymous, and to be left to 

enjoy without any pressure what is one very rare 

factory-built Ford muscle car. 
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PHASE IV
First restored back in 1985 and again in 2009, thePhase IV can now reveal its secrets

THE RESTORATION OF THE

F
ollowing on from issue 63 where I 

gave you a run down on the history of 

the Phase IV, comes this article on its 

restoration. Restoration of this rare one-

off car proved to be a little harder than 

most would think. When you actually stop 

and think about it logically this is the only production 

Phase IV ever built. There are no other Phase IVs that you 

can compare it to, to check if you have the correct parts 

fitted. Likewise, there are no Ford factory-photographs of 

the car in existence, there are no photos of the car still in 

its factory Calypso Green paintwork either. I have spoken 

to quite a few people about the car and tried to locate 

photos of it in this condition with no luck as yet. 

Perhaps with the articles coming out in the open, it 

may spark someone’s memory and possibly may reveal 

the missing links/photos.

There are plenty of Falcon GT enthusiasts that claim to be 

experts on these cars knowing every single thing about them 

including what they should or shouldn’t have fitted, or what 

they should look like when they were built new almost forty 

years ago. That may be the case for some Falcon GTs and HOs, 

but in this case I think it’s fairly safe to say that there isn’t one 

single person that can honestly say what the production Phase 

IV should or shouldn’t have fitted with 100% certainty. Sure, it 

should have most items an XA GT built around the same time 

(middle of 72) has and look similar in appearance. But what 

items/differences make it a HO?

When you take a look at the Ford released bulletins from 

1972 that state what the XA GT-HO will comprise of, it gives 

you an indication of how the car was intended to be built, but 

it was by no means set in concrete. It stated that the engine 

would receive a reworked GT air filter, which is actually very 

similar to the previously used XW GT air filter. Super duty 

connecting rod bolts, which are actually Boss 351C items, 

increased oil capacity via the well-known “eared” and baffled 

sump. And the remainder of the engine to be a carry over of 

the XY GT-HO engine meaning that it would feature a solid 

cam, twin point distributor and 780cfm Holley and so forth.

The wheels were to be the cast alloy five spoke 15x7in 

Globes for better heat dissipation and low profile red walled 

ER60 series tyres for greater traction. A radius rod similar 

to the version fitted to the GT was to be fitted along with a 

revised suspension height. A wide ratio top loader gearbox 

was to be used along with a 3.0:1 axle ratio featuring a 

“Detroit-Locker” differential as standard equipment. A 

36-gallon fuel tank was to be carried over from the XY GT-HO 

as well. A cut and sewn boot carpet will cover the larger tank, 

a HO decal will be mounted on the sports console and the 

front and rear wheel arches will be modified to allow fitment of 

wider section tyres.

Naturally, like previous GT-HOs, the XA GT-HO wasn’t 

to be offered with air conditioning, power steering or an 

automatic transmission. Front and rear spoilers were to 

be offered only as a dealer fitted accessory and not as 

regular factory fitted option.

Amazingly, the HO package was to be only $740 more than 

the price of a manual XA GT!

Now that you know what basic items the XA GT-HO 

should have fitted as standard lets go back in time to 1985 to 

its very first restoration, then follow through to 1991 for an 

engine rebuild and finally 2009 for its concourse cosmetic and 

mechanical restoration.

WORdS By ROy VElARdI  PIcS By THE dENTIST, THE BORG FAmIly, JIm SKOuRAS ANd ROy VElARdI
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THE FORD FALCON XA GT-HO THE FORD FALCON XA GT-HO

THE 1985 RESTORATION

who: the Borg Family

where: Yennora Smash repairs Pty Ltd, 79 

Larra Street Yennora nSw 2161

when: December 1985

After owning the Phase IV for around nine months, The 

Dentist decided to embark upon restoring it back to its factory 

specifications as much as possible. One of his receptionists was 

married to a fellow by the name of Ray Borg. Ray was in the 

vehicle repair business along with his father Joe and brothers 

Dennis and Fred. The Dentist met with Ray and discussed the 

possibility about restoring the Phase IV. 

This is where the rest of the Borg family comes into the 

equation. Initially they were operating out of their family 

home in Guildford whilst waiting to acquire Yennora Smash 

Repairs. Dennis and Fred had been working at YSR since 

their apprentice days, and when the opportunity to buy the 

business came up they took it. The business was successful 

and had been operating since 1967.

Restoration of the Phase IV began in their humble home 

workshop, which was well equipped to do so. With the car 

entirely stripped the panel repairs were started and finished. 

“We pulled it to pieces labelling all the parts in our home garage,” 

Dennis says. Ray then handled the panel repairs, which included 

replacing a small section of the passenger-side quarter panel, the 

passenger side front door skin and minor dent repairs.

Amazingly the rest of the body and panels were in really 

great shape, however the GT bonnet frame had started to 

come apart from the skin as the glue had deteriorated over 

time. Rather than trying to repair it a brand new NOS (new 

old stock) one was sourced and fitted. The Dentist kept the 

original bonnet where it remains in his shed to this very day, 

still wearing the Zircon Green and silver stripes on it. On the 

underside you can flake away the Zircon Green where it 

reveals the factory Calypso Green paint underneath.

With the repairs completed and the new business acquired 

the Phase IV was loaded onto a car trailer and transported to 

the workshop most weekends until it was completed. Over the 

Christmas break in 1985 was when most of the work got done, 

“We took it to the shop and prepared and painted it in primer 

then took it home again” said Dennis Borg. “We didn’t want to 

leave it at the shop at all, this is one rare car we didn’t want 

anyone to see.” The reason the Borgs didn’t want anyone to see 

the car is obvious, as back then a lot of Falcon GTs, Monaros, 

Toranas and the like were being stolen from workshops and 

homes, so the last thing they wanted was to be remembered as 

the shop that lost the XA GT-HO Phase IV. 

Besides, no one would have believed it was an XA GT-HO 

anyway says Dennis. “It feels great to finally share the story of this 

car with the public after so many years in hiding, I feel relieved”.

The restoration progressed well over the next few 

months with the car being painted in two-pack Standox 

base coat Calypso Green and then covered in clear. “It 

was one of the very first cars to be painted in two-pack, 

as we were used to painting cars in acrylic, we took our 

time to get the finish perfect on this car” says Dennis. 

A host of NOS parts were sourced for the car, and once 

those parts arrived it was put back together quickly with the 

whole family getting stuck into it. Looking at the blackouts I 

asked why they were done in full gloss instead of satin black. 

“The Dentist preferred the gloss at the time, so we did what 

he wanted. We also left the air conditioning holes in the 

firewall in case it was ever proven that the car was factory or 

dealer fitted with AC. You’ve got to remember Roy there was 

no internet back then and we couldn’t ask anyone about the 

car as it technically never existed,” says Dennis. 

Joe Borg (father) was a mechanic by trade and was entrusted 

to give the 351ci Cleveland a look over and freshen up whilst 

the rest of the car came together. “I pulled it down in my home 

garage, sent the block away for a bore and hone, the crank and 

rods were also sent away for crack testing,” says Joe.

“Once given the all clear I then screwed the engine back 

together. There was nothing wrong with the engine, I just 

replaced the bearings, rings and gaskets” says Joe.

The Borgs couldn’t complete the full mechanical rebuild 

due to time constraints, so they introduced The Dentist, to 

Domenic Catanzariti, who owned the Shell service station 

and workshop in Guildford, as they knew him well and could 

trust him to do the right thing by the owner. Domenic replaced 

most of the suspension parts on the car with NOS items as 

well. He completed most of this work in the current owner’s 

garage on weekends as Dennis was still giving the car its final 

touches. Domenic became great friends with The Dentist 

servicing and pink slipping his other cars as his collection grew 

larger over the years. 

The Borgs eventually grew tired of the paint and panel 

game and moved on from the workshop in the 1990’s. The 

building remains there today but is now a kitchen manufacturing 

business. They are all still great friends today and look back at 

those days with smiles a mile wide. 

Although the paint and panel work is 25 years old, the quality 

of the workmanship completed back then would blow away a lot 

cars built these days. You must give credit where credit is due so 

well done to the Borg family for their part on the restoration of 

Australia’s rarest muscle car.

THE 1991 ENGINE REBUILD

who: Steering & tuning centre

where: 250 Mulgoa road Penrith nSw 2750

when: 1991

After the initial restoration of the Phase IV where the body, 

paint and mechanicals were restored the car was used 

sparingly over the years. Then in 1991 the car was transported 

to Rob Fitzpatrick’s workshop for routine maintenance checks 

where it was found to have a leaking brake master cylinder. 

The fluid had leaked and run back along the cylinder and 

dripped down onto the 16M steering box and chassis rail. 

Wanting the paintwork repaired properly The Dentist decided 

to have the engine removed from the car to facilitate this. 

Whilst the engine was out he gave them the go ahead to 

check over the engine as well. 

The engine was pulled down and rebuilt by Peter Healey who 

was a mechanic at the shop. It was found to be in great condition 

requiring no major work at all so again (the same as in 1985) it 

was chemically cleaned, a fresh set of bearings, rings and gaskets 

were all that were required and it was reassembled, painted and 

fitted back to the car once the paint repairs were completed. 

“When word got out the car was in the shop, we had all sorts of 

people dropping in to take a look, and turned them away for the 

owner’s sake”. We ran the engine in by driving it up the Bells Line 

of Road to Putty several times,” says Peter. Since then the car has 

had routine oil changes, brake and registration checks performed 

by John Komorowski and Julian Hutchen.

Taking a look at the photos on this page you can see that 

the block has two bolt main caps. The myth that the Phase IV 

was to have four bolt main caps from the factory is exactly 

that, a myth. Even though the early Ford manuals do list a 

four bolt main block for the XA GT-HO it’s obvious that it never 

made it into the production car. The 250 units needed to be 

built for homologation rules may have had the four-bolt blocks 

fitted, but we will never know.

The connecting rods have super duty connecting rod bolts 

as fitted to Boss 351 Cleveland Mustangs. So the confidential 

dealer bulletin that was released on the 20th June 1972 was 

correct on that account.

“wHEn wORd gOT OUT THE CAR wAS In THE 

SHOP, wE HAd ALL SORTS dROPPIng In fOR 

A LOOk” PETER HEALEy

Here is the engine chemically cleaned and 

awaiting reassembly. look closely and you 

can see the factory reworked 4V closed 

chamber heads. more on those later

With pipe in mouth Joe Borg rebuilt the solid cam 351 cleveland in his good old home workshop. A fresh set of rings, bearings and gaskets and it was ready to roar again

Freshly painted and back on the trailer until 

next weekend. Several trips were made back 

and forth over the six-month rebuild period

Proud to be associated with 

the Phase IV we have from 

left to right Peter Healey, Terry 

date, dave Richards and Rob 

Fitzpatrick with the freshly 

rebuilt XA GT-HO engine

Here is the Phase IV about to be painted 

in its factory colour, calypso Green. As 

you can see it was thoroughly stripped 

down repaired and primered

A young (18) Fred Borg masking up the 

Phase IV, imagine working on such a rare 

car at such a young age

The engine refitted and awaiting final fit-up of the brake booster/cylinder, radiator and small items

Here is domenic catanzariti (left) 

at his Shell service station with 

good friend mick (china) Piromali
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Vin/Chassis Number: JG33MC83054K

Sido: 648771

model: 18238

Engine: H (351CID High Output)

Trans: L (four- speed floor shift manual)

Paint: J (Calypso Green)

Trim: W (White vinyl)

manufacture Date: 6/72

ENGINE
90 degree “Cleveland” 351ci (5763cc) V8 

Ford “square” block 

Casting D2AE-CA

Date code 1J3 (3-9-1971)

Two-bolt mains

Matching numbers to VIN

(30thou overbore after rebuild)

Bore/Stroke
4.00 x 3.50 inches (101.6mm x 89.0mm)

Crankshaft
Ford 4MAB 

Connecting Rods
Ford D0AE-A

Pistons
TRW forged flat tops (after rebuild)

Cylinder Heads
Ford 4V closed chamber featuring (factory) reworked 

combustion chambers, intake and exhaust ports

Casting D1AE

Date code 0G23 (23-7-1970)

Compression Ratio
11.0:1

Power (Flywheel)
383bhp (285kW) @ 6100rpm (whilst staying below factory 

6200rpm rev limit)

Torque (Flywheel)
364 ft/lbs (493Nm) @ 3800rpm

Carburettor
Ford Holley 780cfm 

Inlet manifold
Ford Cast Iron D0AE-9425-L

Date code 9K15 (15-9-69)

Camshaft
Similar to Boss 351C – solid camshaft

Valve Lift: .490” intake and exhaust

Lobe Lift: .290” 

Valve Duration/Overlap: 290º/58º intake and exhaust 

Exhaust Opens: 84º BBC 

Exhaust Closes: 36º ATC 

Intake Opens: 40º BTC 

Intake Closes: 80º ABC

Oil Pan
Ford baffled with extra capacity (1.5L) due to “ears”

Balancer
Ford large, same as Phase III

Alternator
Autolite 55amp, same as Phase III

Timing Chain
Double row

Distributor
Bosch twin point with built in rev limiter (6200rpm cut-out)

Cast 72 DA-12100-AA

Spark Plugs
Motorcraft AF42

Plug Leads
Motorcraft SIPCON

Air Cleaner
Chrome top open sides, same as XW GT

EXHAUST 
HM headers, 21/4in primaries & secondaries, 21/4in slip jointed 

H pipe, dual 21/4in system, with period style mufflers and 

stainless rectangle tips (no resonators)

COOLING
Radiator
Ford three core with shroud as fitted to AC equipped Fords

Seven-blade fan that flattens out at high rpm

CLUTCH
Twin plate 9.25in

GEARBOX
Ford top loader four-speed

RUG AS1 (011 404)

Full synchromesh

Close ratio 31spline

1st: 2.32

2nd: 1.69

3rd: 1.29

4th: 1.00

TAILSHAFT
3.5in diameter with 1330 series universal joint and slip yoke

REAR AXLE
Ford nine-inch-removable carrier type with “Detroit Locker” 

differential standard

Nodular iron carrier

31 spline axles

3.00:1 final drive

BRAKES
Servo-assisted hydraulic

Vacuum tank fitted (same as Phase III)

Proportioning valve

Front
11.25in (285mm) ventilated power disc brakes with PBR 

calipers

Rear
10in diameter, 2.5in wide “finned” drums same as fitted to 

Phase III

STEERING
Recirculating ball type

16:1 ratio steering box

(no power steering option)

SUSPENSION
Front
Track width 60.0in

Independent lower arm with radius rod, upper wishbone 

with shock coil spring and anti-sway bar (26mm)

Rear
Track width front 60.5in, rear 60.0in

Live beam axle with semi-elliptic leaf springs (six) and 

shock absorbers

Radius rods slightly different to standard XA GT

No sway bar

No Panhard rod

WHEELS
15x7in Globe five spoke alloy “mag” wheels (with 

matching spare)

TYRES
Goodyear ER-60H-15in red side-wall radials

Currently fitted with BF Goodrich genuine red side-wall 

(215/65/15)

FUEL TANK
36 gallon (164 litres) standard

BODYWORK
Dual bonnet ducts, bonnet pins

Blackouts applied to bonnet, wiper panel, front lower 

apron, upper door frames, lower section of boot lid, 

tail-lights, lower rear valance panel, wheel arches, lower 

section of all doors, rear windscreen moulds, guard air 

ducts, sill panels and lower rear quarter panel sections.  

Ford GT badge grille badge, driving lights, “351 GT” guard 

badges, GT boot lid badge

RHS remote racing style mirror, LHS non-remote

Square base aerial

Race-style pop open fuel cap

Factory rolled wheel openings front and rear

Several distinguishing body features that make the shell 

unique to any other XA shell  

INSTRUmENTS & CONTROLS

Speedometer 140mph

Tachometer 8000rpm with 6000rpm redline

Volts, Oil Pressure, Fuel Level, Water Temperature gauges

Warning lights for alternator, high beam, brake system

Three spoke wood-grain steering wheel, rim blow horn

GT-HO badge on sports console 

Front and rear speakers

Manual choke

Clock

FACTORY OPTIONS
It has been factory fitted with the following options

03- Mandatory brakes

11- Laminated windshield-tinted band

10- Windback sunroof

46- Power windows front and rear

72- Radio/stereo-tape player 

DEALER ACCESSORIES

Front and rear deck lid spoilers were only offered as dealer 

fitted accessories.

The front spoiler was dealer fitted on this car

WEIGHTS & mEASURES

Kerb Weight

1570kg

Top speed 
159.8mph (257km/h) @6200rpm (theoretical)

0-100km/h
To be tested

Standing 400m
To be tested

I sourced a copy of the original Ford build sheet for the XA GT-HO, 

after a search for the original version in all the usual places they 

were placed when these cars were originally built proved to be 

fruitless. They can often be found under the seats, taped to the 

outside top of the glove box, radio and even rolled up in the rear 

shock-mounting cavity. I then contacted Mark Barraclough (who is 

a renowned Falcon GT historian) who kindly deciphered it. This is 

what he had to say about it;

“The VIS build report is used by Ford to track every car built 

on the Broadmeadows production line to this day. It starts off at 

the SIDO date the order was received Monday 15/5/1972 for the 

model and build specification. At this stage there is no VIN and 

the order type indicates that a retail customer from Jack Brabham 

Ford placed the order, and not for dealer stock as with any car 

built prior to the model release. This order would have overridden 

the initial factory order.

The order was then scheduled and released to the line from 

the order pool with a daily job number for Wednesday 17/5/72. 

The estimated shipping date to Brabhams on Friday 26/5/72 (very 

wishful as it turned out) is set and the next sequential VIN of May 

delivered cars is allocated at this stage. The body shell is built and 

painted then reached the trim lines on Friday 19/5/72. So far this 

is a fast track build compared to most GTs of the era that would 

normally take weeks to get this far.

Then the build stops and the car is put aside from the 

main line until final assembly is set for Saturday 3/6/72 

(this is normal for any new model to do a special secret 

run of final assembly by a hand-selected weekend shift). After 

this it gets really weird. The car is effectively spirited away 

(presumably while the super car scare political storm is 

going on) until it reappears on the quality control (QC) line 

on Friday 3/11/72 for the final checks and preparation for 

shipping to Brabhams, who then don’t get the green light 

until Wednesday 17/1/73.

So the bit that is normally the shortest took a record time 

to occur. Brabhams then managed to register the car on Friday 

19/1/73 in the owners name to commence the warranty. The 

price of the car was frozen on Monday 17/7/72 as I guess they 

anticipated some delays before a sale approval would occur. 

I checked with Ford about this, price protection means that 

it’s not in the price book so the car can’t be invoiced without 

ringing the accounts department to find out how much this 

“special” XA GT is to be charged out at.

The other interesting item is the tyre code. It is 47 (ER6015 

inch red side wall tyres) to match the Globes, but the tyre brand 

is GY-Goodyear instead of the OC-Olympic tyres fitted to all the 

Phase III Globe wheels sent to owners. I’m not sure if this was to 

do with Sir Jack’s sponsorship by Goodyear at the time or the fact 

that Ford stated in their dealer bulletin that a new lower profile 

(60 series) tyre was going to be used on the XA GT-HO. I think the 

latter is the more obvious reason.

The most surprising thing to me and the late Ford archivist 

Adrian Ryan is that the car exists at all given the pressure Ford 

bureaucracy, and the government, were under to not build it. 

Luckily they found a way. I do believe that the secret weekend 

production run was for twelve or thirteen cars (that’s how they 

did every new run with a pilot car for timing followed immediately 

by 11 or 12 to test the line) These FEUs (Field Evaluation Units) 

represent the timing run as stated, so are usually a mix of high 

spec and standard spec cars and are normally sent to dealer land 

for monitoring of early build cars.

I don’t believe any of those sister cars exist anymore or they 

were reprocessed as normal GTs. I’ve done some checking on the 

VIN numbers before and after. The two prior VINs were allocated 

to standard red pepper XA GTs. One of these was unrestored/

unmodified and owned by a Broken Hill resident for a long time. 

The subsequent VINs never made it through to production so the 

dreams of having an XA GT that was destined for HO’dom are just 

that. A few rumours about them being deplated and sent to race 

teams for spare bits or becoming landfill at the You Yang’s proving 

grounds still circulate to this very day”.

mark Barraclough 
Falcon GT Clubs Historian 

PRODUCTION DATA
I asked Mark to run the numbers on how many XA GT 

sedans were built in Calypso Green with the exact same 

options (except H code engine) as the XA GT-HO just to see 

how rare the combination actually was. Here are the results 

of his search.

Paint                      Total

Calypso Green       115 

manual Trans           64

White interior              26 (11)

Sunroof                       31 (3)

Electric windows      19 (1)

Eight track                  25 (1)

Not only is the car rare for being the sole production XA GT-HO, 

but also as you can see from the results (when run as an XA 

GT sedan for comparison) it is the only Calypso Green XA GT 

sedan with all of the listed options. This car is rare no matter 

which way you look at it.

note: Figures not in brackets represent all manual 

calypso Green Xa Gt sedans and the brackets represent the 

optioned numbers in order. ie. there are 11 calypso, manual 

Gts with a white interior, three that also have a sunroof and 

one that also has electric windows and an eight track.

THE BUILD SHEET Here is the VIS build sheet for the XA GT-HO Phase IV 

from Ford. There is NO denying that it was indeed built
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PART TWO:PHASEIV

1972 FORD FALCON XA GT-HO PHASE IV
COmPLIANCE PLATE DETAILS

WHAT mAKES A 1972 XA FALCON 

GT-HO PHASE IV?
The question that muscle car fans (especially Fords ones) 

have been seeking the answer to for 38 years is about 

to be answered. There has been much hearsay, myths, 

rumours, speculation and untruths spoken about the 

Phase IV since its conception.

After much research and consultation here are the 

specifications of the sole production Ford Falcon XA GT-HO 

Phase IV as it stands today. 
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THE 2009 RESTORATION – 

THE PULL DOWN
who: Sash ninovic

where: an racing Pty Ltd, Unit 1/27 

Moxon road Punchbowl nSw 2196, (02) 

9709 8433 www.anracing.com.au

when: october 2009

Originally when I spoke to The Dentist about putting the car in 

the magazine, he was happy to go ahead and have it shot the 

way it had been sitting since the 1985 restoration. So we did. 

Then not long after, we chatted a bit more and he decided that 

he would like the car to be further restored before going into 

the magazine, but he did not know who he could approach 

about the car. 

Being in the car magazine industry has put me into contact 

with many competent people and workshops over the years, 

so I suggested that I would make some enquiries on his behalf. 

I popped into AN Racing to see Sash who I had known for years 

about the possibility of him restoring the car. I had seen a lot of 

his work in the past, which included concourse restorations of 

muscle cars such as Falcon GTs and high performance engine/

driveline work that he is mostly known for.  

I told him about the car and what the owner wanted, but 

I also explained that this would need to be kept confidential if 

the job was to go ahead. He understood the reasoning behind 

it all, naturally. Next, I organised a meeting with The Dentist 

so we could meet and chat about the car. Nick Sutic also 

attended this meeting but more on that a little later. This was 

back in October 2008 on the long weekend. Sash got on very 

well with The Dentist and after some small talk, we all headed 

out to the shed to take a look at the car. 

A few more items were discussed and The Dentist told us 

how he had a fuel leak from the Carter fuel pump a couple of 

Here is the Phase IV on canterbury 

Road Punchbowl. As you can see we 

didn’t even try to hide it

After removing the rear axle, gearbox etc 

Sash finishes the day with the engine removal

The engine bay as it has remained for the last 24 years.

IT wAS UnLOAdEd, dRIVEn InSIdE 

And THE ROLLER dOOR wAS LOwEREd

This is how the car has remained since 1985. They 

did a decent job back then but not concourse. 

Note the fuel leak on the 36 gallon tank

As you can see we didn’t hide the 

car when transporting it. Here it is 

on canterbury Road...

days before our visit. We opened the bonnet and asked 

him to crank it over so we could see the leak. So he cranked it 

over and you wouldn’t believe it, but not a single drop of fuel 

was leaking! We let it idle for a while and still nothing. That’s 

when The Dentist turned to me and said “you may as well take 

the boys for a run in the car and show them what it goes like”. 

Never one to miss an opportunity to drive the Phase IV, we 

piled in and drove off. Sash and Nick weren’t expecting that. 

You’ve gotta love Karma!

From that day on The Dentist was quite comfortable 

with the way Sash and Nick had conducted themselves and 

was convinced that they were the right guys to work on his 

cars. Sash then completed some restoration work on two 

other cars owned by The Dentist prior to starting on the 

Phase IV. The Dentist was very happy with how those cars 

were restored so he had absolute faith in Sash, Nick, Roy 

and the rest of the Team Phase 4 crew when the time came 

for the Phase IV.

Starting on the 27/10/2009 (almost a year later) I organised 

the pickup of the Phase IV and escorted it to AN Racing. It was 

unloaded, driven inside and the roller door was lowered. Sash 

was a little reluctant to start pulling the car apart, after all it 

was a perfectly good driving car. After a little while it went up 

on the hoist and so began the pull down stage of the 2009 

restoration of the Phase IV. 

Photos speak a thousand words so take a look at the 

Phase IV as it was stripped down to pieces.

The car was covered up in plastic to protect the paintwork 

and to reduce the amount of dust getting inside

I took these photos for the non believers. This really IS the Phase IV and not a re-body

The underside and most of the engine 

bay was media blasted to remove 

old paint, road grime, proof coat etc. 

Quickstrip in Bankstown which is 

operated by Greg morris did the work
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THE 2009 RESTORATION – 

ENGINE BAY & BLACKOUTS

who: nick Sutic and adam Poliopoulos

where: Detroit custom Bodyworks Pty Ltd, 

17 argyle Street arncliffe nSw 2055, (02) 

9567 6511 www.detroitcustom.com.au

when: november 2009

I have known Nick and Adam over the last couple of 

years through Sash from AN Racing and have featured 

quite a few cars they have painted and panelled in Street 

Fords over this period of time. I even featured their 

genuine Falcon GTs back in issue 46. 

After speaking with Sash about the possibility of these guys 

applying their magic to the Phase IV I called Nick to discuss it. 

Only thing is I never said to Nick it was the Phase IV he may be 

working on. Initially the restoration of the car was to be a quick 

tidy up and a change from gloss blackout to a semi gloss finish.

So I called and asked him if he had ever done a blackout 

only restoration on an XA GT sedan. He said he had completed 

one not too long ago and had taken extensive photos of the 

process. He emailed them to me and I passed them onto The 

Dentist. He took a look at the photos and called me wanting to 

meet up with Nick to discuss it. So as mentioned earlier we all 

got together to look at the car.

For Nick, as an avid XA GT fan (he owns a 3/72 Red Pepper 

XA GT sedan), this was a dream come true. Like most of us 

Ford fans we had all given up hope of ever seeing this rare 

car in a car magazine, let alone in the metal. When I told Nick 

(Adam was unavailable) where we were going and what he 

was going to see he was gob-smacked to say the least. When 

we all rolled into the shed, Nick still couldn’t believe what he 

was seeing. “Roy this is a dream come true for me, I never 

thought I’d ever see the unicorn, it doesn’t exist, I don’t know 

how to thank you,” said Nick. Then when we were given the 

green light to go for a drive, Nick was content just to sit in the 

back seat of this once-mythical beast.

I pulled over and let Sash have a stint behind the wheel, I 

offered the same opportunity to Nick but he refused, content to 

just absorb the car slowly from the back passenger side seat.

When we got back The Dentist asked if everyone had a 

go behind the wheel, I said “yes but Nick didn’t” he said “go 

on Nick take it for spin”. Nick again refused kindly content 

to have just seen the car. I can understand where Nick was 

coming from. When I first saw the Phase IV I didn’t want 

to go near it as I just tried to absorb what I was seeing. It 

sounds silly I know.

So with Nick and Adam on side, the blackout restoration 

grew to a full engine bay repair, primer and paint. Again this work 

had to be done after hours as I didn’t want to put the car’s safety 

at risk. I also wanted to avoid any crowds turning up to take a 

look as it only makes it harder to take photos and film video.

With the car resting overnight at AN Racing, the phone 

alarm went off at 4:30am. I arrived at Sash’s workshop and 

we loaded the car onto the Five Star Transport tilt tray driven 

by my brother Frank. Arriving at Detroit Custom Bodyworks at 

5:30am we were greeted by Nick, and Adam. We unloaded the 

car and got stuck into the engine bay repairs. 

This was Sunday morning, the 1/11/2009 whilst most 

Falcon GT fans were at Valla. This day proved to be one of 

the most gruelling stints of work on the Phase IV. By the 

time all the welding, grinding, hammering, painting and 

other tasks were completed the last photo I took was at 

1:45am. By the time the car was shuffled home and I had 

returned home, my head hit the pillow at 3:30am Monday 

morning. I then got up at 6:30am to go work like the rest 

of Team Phase 4.

Yes it was one hell of a day for all the people involved 

and I thank them sincerely, as does the owner. We were all 

being part of history and we can all now look back at that 

day with a smile and remember the laughs we had whilst 

working on the rarest Ford in the country. It truly was an 

honour and privilege. Check out the photos

I nEVER THOUgHT I’d EVER SEE THE 
UnICORn, IT dOESn’T ExIST…

The first coat of calypso Green base 
coat goes on. It is now 10:41pm…

Gloss today and satin tomorrow. This is the wiper panel being sanded

dennis Borg (the original paint and panel 
guy from 1985) dropped in to check on the 
boys work and he loved what he saw
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Whilst Sash (left) and Adam started on 

the repairs Nick wandered into the paint 

room to prepare the calypso Green paint

Here is Nick 
spraying out 
a test card 
to make sure 
the mix is a 
perfect match 
to the existing 
paintwork

The first of several coats of clear goes on. 

Nick bought out his limited edition gold-

plated SATA RP spray gun that had never 

been used until now. Only 100 of these were 

made world wide and what better car than 

the Phase IV for it to be used on?

The detroit boys working hard 

on Australia’s rarest muscle car 

and loving every minute of it!

contrary to popular belief this guy actually did 

work on the Phase IV and even coordinated its 

restoration from start to finish…

I think everyone would agree that the satin black 

looks much better than the gloss. The dentist 

definitely thinks so and that’s all that matters

The Phase IV in the paint booth all masked up and ready for a coat of adhesion promoter. It is now 5:53pm

From left to right, Nick Sutic, Adam Poliopoulos, Roy Velardi, carl Jobling and Sash Ninovic

Adam welding in metal plates he made to fill the holes cut in the 
firewall to fit the aftermarket Ac back in the 1970’s

The masking up took hours, applying 
the satin black only took 30mins...
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According to the early XA parts manuals the XA 

GT-HO tailshaft is identified as only having pink 

and green stripes, however the tailshaft actually 

fitted from factory also has white and red 

stripes. It is also listed as being 49in long, which 

suits a close ratio long shaft top loader perfectly

THE 2009 RESTORATION – 

THE REASSEmBLY
who: Sash ninovic

where: an racing Pty Ltd, Unit 1/27 

Moxon road Punchbowl nSw 2196, (02) 

9709 8433 www.anracing.com.au

when: December 2009

With the engine bay repaired, painted and the blackouts changed 

from gloss to satin black the Phase IV made its way back to AN 

Racing for final assembly. Whilst the car was pulled apart and in 

between stages Sash had already prepared the parts removed so 

that when the car came back to the shop it could be put together 

quite quickly. Hundreds of parts were cleaned sanded and 

painted in preparation. Nuts, bolts, mechanisms, brackets and 

other parts were sent away for various coatings and so on. 

The 351ci Cleveland had been meticulously rebuilt and 

even run in on the engine dyno (see page 61 for details), 

the close ratio top loader had been rebuilt and detailed 

to concourse specifications, and the same goes for the 

“Detroit Locker” equipped Ford nine inch rear axle and all 

the other mechanical parts. 

I spoke with Bill Santuccione who was heavily involved in the 

research and development of the Phase IV engines. He confirmed 

every last spec of the ‘QC’ 351 engines, such as the camshaft 

details, compression ratio, ‘eared’ oil pan and the extensive work 

performed on the closed chamber 4V cylinder heads. He is very 

much of the opinion that the sole production Phase IV did receive 

a ‘QC’ 351 Cleveland. Bill also confirmed that the car did receive a 

‘Square’ block and not a ‘D’ block like many would assume.

I had already sourced quite a few “correct” parts that were 

needed for the rebuild by contacting a few respected guys in the 

Falcon GT scene. I sourced the correct date-coded glass from 

good friend “Grub” in country NSW along with various nuts and 

bolts that were also required. Ross Pagano (from the Falcon GT 

Owners Club of NSW) helped out by supplying various NOS parts 

such as the regulator for the alternator, headlight switch, shock 

absorbers amongst other parts. He also made available to me 

an original early XA Ford parts manual that was used to cross 

check part numbers and such details. I had also consulted Dean 

Hampton from WA and he offered some advice on aspects of the 

restoration. Sash, The Dentist and I even spent time in wrecking 

yards all over Sydney chasing bits and pieces such as the correct 

factory style striped wiring so the harness in the engine bay could 

be restored correctly. I also spoke with Paul Carthew (owner of 

one of the Phase IV prototype race cars) in regards to technical 

aspects of his car. 

Alot of people in the Falcon GT scene were of the opinion 

that Sash and I shouldn’t have been the persons trusted with 

the restoration of the Phase IV. The basis of that argument is 

unfounded. Sash has made plenty of sacrifices not only at work 

with his business but also during his own time to successfully 

restore this car. He isn’t the only one either, I have sacrificed my 

weekends, nights and even some annual leave working on this 

project. We did it to prove to all the non believers out there that 

we could do it and do it well.

The car could have been restored by several noted Falcon 

GT restorers from all over Australia, but in the end I had to have 

access and input into the restoration, and be able to document 

the restoration by taking photographs and filming the DVD. That 

simply could not have happened if the car went interstate. 

Take a look at the photos on these pages before you, look 

closely, it is very easy to see that this is a nut and bolt restoration 

through and through and of the highest of quality. Sash from AN 

Racing has done a stellar job. To the purists one may say that 

it is too good a restoration as these cars were never this good 

from the factory. That may be true, but why would you restore 

the Phase IV (or any car for that matter) to a standard anything 

less than perfect in fit and finish? If Ford could have built it to this 

standard when it was new they would have.

I asked Sash what were some of the standout 

moments for him with the project so far, to which he 

replied “Correcting the wrongs of years gone by, detailing 

every part of the car inside and out back to factory 

specs gave me goose bumps. Knowing that back 

in 1972 there were men putting the first XA GT-HO 

together, and now here I’ am 38 years later doing the 

exact same thing. It’s an honour and privilege to have 

been chosen to work on this car.”

“I know that there are other workshops that could have 

done just as good a job as me, but it’s humbling to have 

been trusted to work on this car, and I will look back at this 

experience in years to come remembering the great time we 

all had completing the project.”

All the people involved with the restoration of this car 

should be proud of the work they have done and shouldn’t 

let anyone tell them otherwise. Ultimately The Dentist has the 

final say. He is happy with it, so no one else’s opinion matters 

in the end and you will hear from him directly in the next 

instalment on the Phase IV. 

IT’S An HOnOUR And 
PRIVILEgE TO HAVE 
bEEn CHOSEn TO 

wORk On THIS CAR”Here is the underside completed and ready for all the 

driveline and suspension parts to be fitted

Everything was rebuilt and detailed to factory 
specification. Here you can see the 2.5in wide 
rear brakes and factory 31spline axles fitted

Another HO specific item is the brake booster; it 
has a vacuum outlet and inlet with rubber hoses 
connecting to the Phase III style vacuum tank 
mounted on the passenger side inner skirt panel Factory style wiring and terminals were  

used throughout the wiring restoration

Even the horn wiring is concourse correct in every 
way. The faint but legible yellow decal is factory too 
and not a reproduction item

The clutch and bell-housing was fitted, followed by the close ratio long shaft 
31spline four-speed top loader. contrary to what the Ford bulletin stated 
(wide ratio), the Phase IV has had this gearbox fitted to it since day one

With the wiring and engine 

accessories fitted it was time to 

install the matching numbers 351ci 

solid cammed cleveland engine

The XA GT-HO was fitted with a 36 gallon (164 litres) 

fuel tank from factory. It is the same as a Phase III 

version but has wider mounting sections on the 

edges to suit the wider bodied XA. Note the factory 

fitted spare wheel mounting bracket as well

I had good friend domenic Garreffa from Tm Smash in Sydney pop a few minor dents out of the Phase IV. you have got to love paintless dent removal

When the rear axle was pulled apart we discovered 

that 3.7:1 ratio gears were fitted and not the 3.25:1 

as claimed by Bob lahood. We fitted the factory 

correct 3.00:1 ratio gears and had the entire carrier 

overhauled as well. 

Here you can see the front 
suspension going together. 
Those are NOS shocks 
correctly painted the right 
shade of green. Paint daubs 
etc are yet to come

Once Sash removed, repaired and fitted the seat mounting brackets, the entire floor and frame was painted in factory style deadener 

On the inside new underlay and carpet 

was fitted. The seats and door trims 

only required a thorough clean and they 

were looking good as new again
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THE FINEST PHASE
In the next instalment on the Phase IV, you will see the completely restored car looking its absolute best 

with a stunning full studio shoot. 

You will also hear from The Dentist himself with his tell all story about his ownership of Australia’s rarest 

muscle car over the past 25 years plus much more

If you would like to ask The Dentist a question, send me an email roy@xagtho.com or call me on  

(02) 9741 3993 (BH) and I will pass it on to be answered in the next instalment.
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ASK THE DENTIST

The wiring harness was stripped right back, repaired 
with factory correct wiring and then retaped

Sash spinning spanners in the engine bay of the XA GT-HO

Not much left to do, refit the interior, minor 

mechanical items, exhaust, thorough detail 

and concourse stampings and markings… 

Here I am cleaning years worth of grime and over 
spray off the factory wiring. I spent many an hour 
doing this in the engine bay and in the boot area. 
I took two weeks annual leave to document the 
restoration process. Getting paid to work on the 
Phase IV really is priceless…
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POWER

BY FORD
How much horsepower and torque did the Phase III and IV engines really make? Read on to find out

WORdS ANd PIcS By ROy VElARdI

T
he time has come, the time all of us die-hard 

Ford fans have been waiting for. That’s right, 

its time for the Phase IV engine to reveal 

exactly how much horsepower it really puts 

out. On pages 46 and 47 I have detailed all 

the engine specifications that the Phase 

IV actually has. In this dyno shootout we have a genuine 

Phase III engine that has exactly the same specifications 

as the Phase IV except for some minor differences 

inside the 4V cylinder heads.

The Phase IV heads feature factory reworked combustion 

chambers and a minor tidy up of the intake and exhaust ports. 

That’s the only difference between these two engines before you.

Back in 1971-1972 Ford was claiming that the 351 Cleveland 

fitted to the Phase III was “only” putting out about 300bhp. The 

same goes for the Phase IV version.

With both engines completely rebuilt by Sash at AN Racing 

we loaded them onto the Ute and headed to the dyno at BK 

Race Engines. Bill Kaglatzis used a Super Flow 902 Pro engine 

dyno to put them to the test. 

The oil pumps were primed; exhaust system fitted, water 

connected and the engines were checked for any leaks. 

They were then fired up, warmed up and the piston rings, 

bearings and solid camshafts were run in by holding the rpm at 

3000rpm for 20min. 

Then a varying load from 2000-4000rpm was applied for 5min 

to fully bed in the rings. After that we were straight into it taking 

the 351s to 6100rpm! 

So how much horsepower and torque did we manage to 

squeeze out of them I hear you ask? The Phase III managed a best 

of 373.3hp@6000rpm and 377.6lb.ft@3800rpm. The Phase IV put out 

383.5hp@6100rpm and 364.7lb.ft@3800rpm. I should point out that 

these figures were all achieved on BP Ultimate pump fuel. 

Both engines did not produce earth shattering power and 

Both engines were run using the factory-

style carb spacer

The Phase IV engine being run in on the dynoThe original water pump on the Phase IV engine 

started to leak so we swapped it with an 

aftermarket one to complete the dyno. Another 

factory date code correct one was sourced later

PHASE IV

383HP 364LB.FT

torque by today’s standards but you must remember this 

was 1971-1972 and these were very good figures for their time. 

We could have run both engines harder up to around 

7000rpm but as the factory had set the rev limits for both of 

these engines at 6150-6200rpm we wanted to show you what 

they would make in full production trim. Besides, we didn’t 

want to be responsible for possibly destroying the engine 

block of Australia’s rarest muscle car. Could you imagine the 

phone call “Hi how are you, good thanks, um, we had a little 

problem on the dyno today…”

Check out the dyno graphs and note the power and 

torque curves of both engines. The Phase III has a nice 

steadily climbing power curve with a few dips around the 

4300rpm mark but it keeps climbing. The torque curve 

starts off strong as well then dips sharply around the same 

rpm mark and then tapers off.

The Phase IV on the other hand has a much more linear 

power curve that just keeps on going. I dare say that if we had 

continued to increase the rpm to around 6500-7000rpm the 

Phase IV engine would have put out even more power as the 

curve wasn’t showing signs of tapering off just yet. We would 

expect it to make around 400hp. The torque curve (whilst less 

than the Phase III) was much more flat across the rpm range 

than the Phase III engine.

So there you have it, for the first time ever in history the 

true power of Australia’s most revered production cars has 

been revealed. Ford’s original claimed power figures for these 

engines was seriously played down, not only for the media but 

to have an edge against the competition of the day. 

Both of these engines are champions in their own right 

and deserve their place in Australian automotive history. It’s 

just a shame that we never got to hear or see the Phase IV 

engine used in competition, or did we? 

The Phase III engine being strapped to the dyno

The Phase III engine put out 373hp and 377lb.ft

THANKS TO:
AN RACING 
Unit 1/27 Moxon Road
Punchbowl NSW 2200
Ph: (02) 9709 8433
Web: www.anracing.com.au

BK RACE ENGINES
Unit 14/15-17 Gartmore Avenue
Bankstown NSW 2200
Ph: (02) 9791 3510
Web: www.bkracenegines.com.au

One for the workshop wall. From left, Bill 

Kaglatzis, Roy Velardi and Sash Ninovic

Here is the proof. The Phase III engine made 

373hp@6000rpm & 377lb.ft@3800rpm. It may have 

made more if we pushed it harder…

The Phase IV made more power but a little 
less torque punching out 383hp@6100rpm and 

364lb.ft@3800rpm. We believe it would have 

made 400hp if we dared to ditch the factory rev 

limiter and turn it to 6500-7000rpm…

373HP 377LB.FTPHASE III

We fitted Tri-y headers that were 

similar to the factory style headers 

(to both engines) so they would fit the 

dyno’s exhaust configuration
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T
he ‘supercar scare’ in mid 1972 fuelled 
by media hype about 160mph street cars 
(Evan Green article) and horrified NSW 
transport minister (Milton Morris) had put 
a stop to the production of the V8 Torana, 
Charger and forced Ford to abandon the XA 

GT-HO Phase IV programme. Luckily Ford still managed to 
smuggle one Phase IV out the back door and amazingly it 
has survived for the past 38 years. 

The time has now come to finally reveal the restored 1972 
Ford Falcon XA GT-HO Phase IV to muscle car fans around the 
world, but more importantly Australian muscle car fans.
Way back in 1972, what was to become the sole surviving 
production Phase IV rolled off the production line at Ford. Since 
that day we have seen in previous issues of Street Fords that the 
car has had four owners and has changed in appearance quite a 
bit over the last 38 years. 

We recently saw the progress on its ‘sympathetic’ 
restoration carried out largely in 2009 and early 2010. 
Speaking of its restoration, it has been a hot topic of late 
both in the pub and on many forums. 

Given that there are no photos of the car when new 
in existence, either taken by Ford or even by the very 
first owner Mr Hemphill (hopefully one day they may 
surface), the Phase IV can never be restored back to way 
it was the day it rolled of the production line. 

So with no person ever documenting what the car 
had from new, both externally and internally, no one will 
ever know what it had from day one. We can however 
report on what it has right now and what is listed in 
the early Ford parts manuals, which is what we have 
done. Until the GT fraternity and muscle car enthusiasts 
can accept this in general the argument will never be 
officially settled...

ONE
WORdS By ROy VElARdI PIcS By cHRIS SORGSEPP

The 1972 Ford Falcon XA GT-HO Phase IV is finally unveiled

THE
ANDONLY

The newspaper article by Evan Green 

that sparked the super car scare. luckily 

we were still blessed with one Phase IV

THE FORD FALCON XA GT-HO



door mirrors have a black spacer fitted on the base. 
The door mirrors are also NOS and these spacers came 
with them at the time of purchase. Typically these are 
not seen on XA GTs, but they do position the mirrors 
more square on the upper door edge and prevent them 
from leaning in towards the door panel and glass. The 
owner prefers the position the mirrors sit using the 
spacers and has chosen to leave them in place. 

Keen-eyed readers would have noticed that back in 
Street Fords issue 63 that the Ford verification letter 
lacked a listing for option 61- left hand mirror. During 
the restoration the owner decided to keep the left 
hand mirror in place despite the car not being ordered 
with one. His rationale? Driving a rare car such as this, 

he’d prefer to have clear vision all round when making 
a decision on changing lanes. You can’t argue with that 
line of thought.

Looking at the rear of the Phase IV, you notice the 
rectangular exhaust tips. These particular ones are genuine 
Ford items. Moving up we see the genuine GT boot lid badge 
and further up the reproduction Jack Brabham Ford dealership 
decal along with the Dynamometer Tuned decal. 

All the glass fitted to the car in 1985 was NOS 
anti-sun tinted. A complete set of date code correct 
(clear) glass was located, cleaned and fitted to the 
car during the recent restoration.

The race style pop-open fuel cap was first introduced 
in the XA range, and the Phase IV still retains its factory 

cap and filler tube. It also retains the original big ball tipped 
antenna located on the passenger side guard.

Stepping inside the car you’d be forgiven for 
thinking that the entire interior has been refurbished 
or replaced. I can tell you that the white vinyl is 
original and it may come as a surprise but it is the real 
deal. Sure, it does have a few minor marks on the door 
trims but the seats have no rips or cracks. The dash 
top is also original along with the headliner. It does 
have a minor tear next to one of the pillar courtesy 
lights but it is hardly noticeable. In fact you cannot see 
it in these photos. It could have been replaced but the 
decision was made to leave as much of the original 
interior intact as possible.

Following on from the restoration issue, the car 
returned home for a short period and then returned 
to the workshop for final assembly and detailing, 
which was carried out over a three-week period.

As you can see from the photos the car looks 
absolutely sensational. All the time spent preparing 
each and every individual part, whether they were 
sandblasted, anodised or painted, the time for them to 
be reunited with the rolling shell had come.

The car went together very easily with no major 
hassles at all. 

Let’s take a closer look at the restored Phase IV. Just 
looking at the external appearance of the car you can easily 
agree that it makes an impact with its two-pack Calypso 
Green (Standox) paintwork, satin blackouts and contrasting 
white interior. That paintwork has been there since 1985, in 
fact the only paintwork that was redone was the engine bay 
and the blackouts. 

Up front you can see the factory correct Lucas 
headlights that replaced the previous H4 items from the 
1985 restoration. The correct front spoiler was sourced 
and this one is NOS (new old stock)

A genuine GT badge adorns the NOS grille 

assembly, which is slightly different to most seen on 
XA GT’s. The difference being the surrounds around 
the headlights and driving lights are black on the HO 
when compared to the silver on the GT. Was it meant 
to be this way? Who knows, all we do know is that’s 
how it came in the box 25 years ago.

The number plates fitted to the car match the Ford 
factory owner’s log book and have been detailed with the 
addition of custom made number plate frames that feature 
the Jack Brabham Ford insignia (rear only).

Take a look at the front and rear wheel openings you 
will notice that the Phase IV doesn’t have any wheel arch 
moulds. This is due to the edges being rolled from the 
factory to allow for wider section low profile (60 series) 
tyres. Those tyres would have been Goodyear items back 
in 1972 as depicted by the factory build sheet. Today it 
features genuine red wall BF Goodrich items that are 65 
series. The rims are genuine 15x7in alloy Bathurst Globes.

Genuine ‘351 GT’ badges are fitted to the guards, 
and replace the reproduction items that were fitted 
in 1985. Moving along there are black anodised 
front window guides fitted that were sourced from a 
wreck in country NSW. You may also notice that the 

Several markings/
paint daubs typically 
seen on XA GT’s have 
been left off the XA 
GT-HO until they can 
be proved to have 
existed on the car 
when new

XA GT-HO
kind in the world

wITH fALCOn xA gT-HO On dISPLAy fOR ALL TO SEE, 
IT IS THE OnLy knOwn ExAMPLE Of ITS kInd In THE wORLd

These stripes are 
documented in Ford 
parts manuals as 
correctly identifying 
the six-leaf XA GT-
HO springs

THE FORD FALCON XA GT-HO



Proof that Ford did indeed build a 
Phase IV

This is the well known ‘eared’ sump 
that was developed by Ford to 
increase oil capacity a further 1.5l, 
and to keep oil around the oil pump 
pickup point at all times

The Bosch twin point distributor also 
features a Bosch rev limiter built into 
the rotor button. It kicks in without 
fail at 6200rpm

1972
383HP           IT PUTS OUT A dynO PROVEn 

383HP@6100RPM And 363Lb.fT@3800RPM. nOT A HUgE 
AMOUnT Of POwER And TORqUE by TOdAy’S 
       STAndARdS, bUT PLEnTy bIg fOR 1972
Some items needed replacing such as the carpet 

and NOS wiper and headlight switches have also been 
fitted. The original eight track radio is still in place and 
functions perfectly, as do the four speakers and fader 
control. The manual choke control takes its place on the 
dash area close to the mint cigarette lighter.

The speedometer currently shows 72,854 miles 
(117,247km), which means the car has only covered 4514 
miles (7,264km) in the last 25 years. It also runs to 140mph and 
the tachometer runs to 8,000 rpm.   

The original rim blow steering wheel has been refurbished 
(outer only) along with the chrome console surround. Speaking 
of the console, take a look at the GT HO badge that takes pride 
of place. That badge is one of only three that are known to exist 
today, and they are worth a considerable sum.

Original style ‘early’ seatbelts were located and replaced the 
retractable belts that were fitted previously. 

The Phase IV is all class and features electric windows. The 

switches were recently refurbished and the Golde wind back 
sunroof is in perfect working condition and still wears the Super 
Sunroof Service decal under its lid from the 1990’s.

Speaking of decals and labels, up front in the lower left hand 
corner of the windscreen is a reproduction NSW registration 
label that is period correct. A custom made door placard decal 
is fitted (drivers door) and incorporates the Globe rim and tyre 
specifications.

Popping open the boot reveals the factory fitted 36 gallon 
(164 litre) fuel tank. You will also notice the unique filler tube neck 
and breather piping. Perched on top of the fuel tank is the spare 
15x7in Globe wheel and tyre. The mercury gravity boot light works 
and is a factory item including the wiring and clip that attaches to 
the RHS boot hinge.

The boot area also houses the immaculate original 
Ford jack bag filled with the factory style jack. The rubber 
boot mat doesn’t fit perfectly due to the extra capacity 
HO fuel tank. You can also see that there are clamps, 

latches, clips and bolts that have been anodised silver 
and gold to emulate the factory finishes.

Once you unlock the bonnet locking pins, pull the hood 
cable and lift the bonnet you are staring directly at the heart of 
the Phase IV, the mighty solid cam equipped 351ci Cleveland 
engine. Displacing 5.8 litres and filled with high performance 
factory Ford gear, the 351ci engine has won many races both 
on the street and track.

The version sitting between the shock towers of the Phase IV 
puts out a dyno proven 383hp@6100rpm and 363lb.ft@3800rpm. 
Not a huge amount of power and torque by today’s standards, but 
big for 1972.

As you scan the engine bay you notice that every item 
in there has been either rebuilt, painted, anodised or is a 
brand new NOS part. The chrome top air cleaner that allows 
peripheral breathing sits proudly atop the 780cfm Holley 
carburettor. The restored and detailed big-body Carter fuel 
pump (4861s) delivers the 98 octane fuel to the thirsty 351ci 

THE DENTIST SPEAKS 
One of the underlying reasons for bringing this car out publicly, was to 
provide some background relating to the car and to elaborate on the 
restorations to date, and an attempt to highlight the individuals who 
have been involved in the car’s history. It was also an opportunity to 
develop a knowledge base as further information becomes available in 
relation to the car’s history.

Being the one survivor (only known example) of the production 
run of the XA GT-HO Phase IV programme, my role has been one of 
an owner-custodian of this rare car and I have attempted to preserve 
this piece of Australian motoring nostalgia, contrary to some wayward 
opinions and hype that seems to exist.

The three instalments in Street Fords in 2010 were meant to be an 
insight into the production car’s history, restoration and unveiling as the 
complete Phase IV story on the prototype race cars had already been 
covered in other magazines.

The Phase IV ‘is what it is’, simply the sole surviving production car 
(Howard Marsden’s baby) that amazingly has survived amid the hype and much ill-informed comment and innuendo. This car is and should be seen as what may have been a follow up model to the highly successful XY 
GT-HO programme.

The motor and drivetrain, apart from some minor changes 
(revised heads and sump), had been proven and were being evolved 
as development occurred (remembering this was 1971-72) while the 
introduction of a new body shape together with 15in diameter Globe 
wheels were significant changes back then.

The Phase IV drives in essence like any healthy Phase III, one can 
only imagine what could have been ahead (Phase V and Phase VI?). The 
Phase IV handles and goes really well relative to similar era cars such as 
the E49RT Charger and XU-1 Torana. I have driven a largely unrestored, 
meticulously maintained, XA GT (May 72) vehicle, and the experience and comparison clearly attests to the racing pedigree that its fire- breathing 
sister (Phase IV) has.

When discussing muscle cars people often ask me which is my 
favourite, and I can say that to me, the era was what it was all about. I like all Australian muscle cars of that time period but especially the Phase III 
and Phase IV.

During my period of ownership I have attempted to maintain the Phase IV and over time, restore it to as close to original condition as possible, 
given that the Phase IV programme was abruptly stopped. 

Claims are made in relation to modifying the car, but the shell, panels, interior, motor and drivetrain (except for diff ratio) remain to this day, as I 
acquired the car in the mid 1980’s.

The engine has been subjected to three rebuilds under my ownership, but in reality all it had each time was a freshen-up with new rings, bearings, gaskets and fine-tuning. Inquisitive attempts to ascertain the exact engine internals has been the main reason behind the engine dismantling, as well as for documentation purposes (2009).
To my knowledge, based on information conveyed to others on my 

behalf, provided by Mr. Bill Santuccione (Racecraft Engineering 1971-1972), the engine builder of the 351ci Cleveland QC engines in that time period, the internals of the engine are what should be there and the originality of the block, heads, camshaft, manifold and so on have been confirmed. Other noted individuals have been consulted and all agree on the information 
found and conveyed.

My attempt has been to find the facts as they relate to this car, and it is my hope that in the process this may lead to future informed opinions that will serve to fully illustrate this car’s history, and reduce the apparent veiled mystique about this Calypso Green production XA GT-HO.
Some people have asked what I think it’s worth. To that I say how do you put a price on our history? Another question often asked is, will the car ever be seen in public? It does get driven occasionally and possibly one day it may be seen on display. I think that the magazine articles have shown everyone more than they ever thought they’d ever see of this rare car, so please 

respect my privacy in the future.
I would sincerely like to thank every single person (they know who they are) that has been involved in the restoration of the Phase IV from the 1980’s right through to 2010. 
Without their ongoing help, genuine support and privacy that has been shown towards the Phase IV, my family and I, the restoration to its former glory would not have been made at all possible.

all the best going Ford

the Dentist
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Owner: The Dentist
Vehicle: 1972 Ford Falcon XA GT-HO
Paint: Calypso Green, Satin Blackouts
Styling: XA GT-HO
Engine: 351ci Cleveland
Engine Details: Factory square block, 0.030in 
overbore, 4MAB crankshaft, Ford conrods, TRW forged 
pistons (11.0:1 static compression), factory-revised (hand 
ported) 4V heads, Boss 351C solid camshaft, Holley 780cfm 
carburettor, Bosch twin point ignition, Bosch 6200rpm rev 
limiter, Baffled eared sump
Power: 383hp@6100rpm, 364ft/lb@3800rpm (flywheel)
Exhaust: HM headers, dual 2.25in system, 2in tailpipes, 
Lukey mufflers and resonators
Gearbox: Close ratio Top Loader four-speed, 31 spline 
Diff: Ford nine inch, Nodular iron carrier, Detroit locker, 31 
spline axles, 3.00:1 
Suspension: Independent lower arm with wishbone, 
sway bar (f) six leaf springs, HO radius rods, double action 
shock absorbers (r) 
Brakes: 11.25in (285mm) ventilated discs, power disc 
brakes, PBR callipers (f) 10in diameter, and 2.5in wide finned 
drums 
Wheels/Tyres: Globe five-spoke alloys 15x7in, 215/65/15 
genuine red wall BF Goodrich tyres
Interior: Original XA GT-HO, white vinyl, black carpet, electric 
windows, GT steering wheel, GT-HO console badge, wind back 
sunroof 
Tunes: AM radio-stereo (eight track) with four speakers 
Bucks: Invaluable
Who’s Responsible: Thank you to everyone that has 
been involved in the restoration of the XA GT-HO Phase IV 
from the 1980’s right through to 2010 and beyond. Without 
you it would not have been made possible.

*For a detailed list of specifications, please refer to Street 
Fords issue 66, pages 46-47. 

V8 with ease. Igniting the fuel and air is a Bosch twin point 
distributor that also features an inbuilt rev-limiting rotor button 
that is set at 6200rpm and cuts in without fail.

The engine is detailed with correct style and dated Motorcraft 
ignition leads, oil filter, paint markings, coil tag, rocker cover decal 
and so on. 

Naturally the engine has the famous baffled and eared sump 
fitted that allows an extra three and a half quarts (1.5L) oil capacity 
over the standard GT version.

The wiring harness has been restored throughout the engine 
bay and in fact the whole car, with factory correct wiring and 
terminals used throughout.

The correct shade of Ford corporate blue paint 
contrasts against the restored engine bay. 

The nasty holes (AC, air horns) that once adorned the 
engine bay area are long gone. A heavy duty radiator as 
used on AC equipped cars of the era keeps the Cleveland 
cool under all conditions, along with a seven-blade 
cooling fan and factory shroud.

Another item that grabs your interest in the engine bay is the 
original compliance plate that tells the real story. With Falcon XA 
GT-HO on display for all to see, it is the only known example of its 
kind and confirms that Ford really did build a Phase IV.

The amount of detail shown externally, in the engine bay, 
interior and the boot also extends to the Phase IV’s undercarriage. 
As you peek under the front end your eyes do not know what 
to look at first. Most will focus straight on the eared sump. 
Other items on the radar include the neatly painted floor pan, 
suspension parts and anodised nuts and bolts. 

The same can be said for the correctly striped front springs 
and NOS light green coloured shock absorbers.

Every component has either been rebuilt or is brand new. 
Looking further along the underside you can see the 

hand-made HM headers, resonators, mufflers and dual 
exhaust system. The correct FoMoCo stamped exhaust 
clamps have been used throughout as well. 

The four-speed close ratio Top Loader gearbox 
has also been rebuilt and detailed with all linkages in 
perfect working condition. 

Moving along the 3.5in diameter tail-shaft still bears 
the original pink, green, red and white stripes as per 
factory. The part number as listed in the early Ford parts 
manual for the XA GT-HO has been added to it. 

The Ford nine-inch differential has been beautifully 
restored with the ‘Detroit Locker’ rebuilt, the 31 spline 
axle’s crack-tested, the bearings and seals were replaced 

and the Nodular iron carrier was painted in red oxide. 
The correct differential ID tag which specifies the ratio 
(3.00:1), plant code, build date and other details has also 
been fitted. 

The six leaf springs have been re-tensioned and detailed with 
the correct blue and orange stripes (underside) added along with 
the correct part number stencilled on top.

Looking at the car overall, there isn’t any one area that 
hasn’t received painstaking attention during the research 
and restoration process.

This brings us to the number one question, how does it 
drive? Well I have been lucky enough to have driven the Phase 
IV several times over the last few years. 

Prior to the recent restoration the car was very nice to 
drive with plenty of power and torque and handled really 
well for a 1972 model car. It had 3.7:1 differential gears so it 
took off quite well from a standing start despite being fitted 
with a close ratio Top Loader. 

It runs through the gears nicely and reaches redline 
very easily. You could definitely lose your licence in this 
car in one fell swoop.

Handling wise it is very sure-footed and is predictable in its 
behaviour whilst accelerating and cornering. In the stopping 

department the factory 11.25in disc brakes and finned drums 
pull up the rampaging Phase IV steadily.

Since the restoration has been completed I have driven 
the car several times again. This time around it has the factory 
fitted 3.00:1 gears and was a little harder to get off the line than 
before. With the current ratio each gear winds out significantly 
more and the top end charge just continues to roll on endlessly 
on suburban roads. It really does have long legs and stays true to 
the Grand Tourer name in every respect. 

I will one day in the future complete a thorough driving 
comparison between every HO model built and possibly every 
351ci 4V Cleveland equipped XA model.

Maybe then I will find out if the XA GT-HO Phase IV can 
actually do 90mph in first gear as claimed. Personally I think 50-
60mph in first is achievable.

Over the past six months Street Fords has been able 
to show you the detailed history, restoration and final 
appearance of what is Australia’s rarest muscle car. It 
has been our absolute pleasure in bringing this car out of 
obscurity and into the main arena for enthusiasts to learn 
more about it and to finally see the car for what it is today.

I’d sincerely like to thank the Dentist for opening up his 
garage and allowing us all the opportunity, as Australian muscle 
car fans, to have a detailed look at the XA GT-HO Phase IV. We 
will all be forever grateful.  

The Phase IVTHE PHASE IV IS ALL CLASS And fEATURES 
ELECTRIC wIndOwS, STEREO TAPE PLAyER And 
wInd bACk SUnROOfsunroof

LOwdOwn

 Want to see more of this car? 
Go to www.streetfords.com for additional images
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